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Patron: Simon Hughes M.P.

Chairperson: Gary Glover

Vice-Chairperson: Amanda Squires

Secretary: Pat Kingwell

Treasurer: Marjorie Hill

Assistant Treasurer: Ron Henocq
Membership: Corinne Turner
www.thefriendsofsouthwarkpark.co.uk/  
General Meeting

16th November 2011 6.00pm at

The Clubroom, Rear of St. Peters Church, 72 Paradise Street, SE16  

Agenda

1. Apologies

2. Notes of meeting of 12th October 2011 and Matters Arising (attached)

3. Southwark Park Playroom Update – Southwark Council Officer (to be confirmed)
4. Former Nursery Update – Sharon Lomas LBS 

5. Park Manager’s Report – Andy Chatterton LBS
6. Planning Matters – updates on:

· 122-124 Lower Road -The Yellow House (Ref: 04-AP-1160)

· 386 Southwark Park Road – Former Social Club (Ref: 11-AP-2390)
· Opposite 147 Lower Road – Advertising Signs (Ref: 11/AP/3346)
7. King’s Stairs Gardens 

· Jubilee Stone update – Chris Cook  LBS
· King’s Stairs Action Group issues – Michael Daniels
8. Bowling Club Update – Jim Saunders/ Colin Smith

9. Photography Project Update – Pat Kingwell 

10. Young Friends of Parks update

11. Finances 

12. Any Other Business

13. Dates of Future Meetings 
Pat Kingwell

Secretary

1st November 2011 



Patron: Simon Hughes M.P.
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www.thefriendsofsouthwarkpark.co.uk/  
Notes of Friends of Southwark Park General Meeting 

held on 12th October 2011 at

 The Clubroom, Rear of St. Peters Church, 72 Paradise Street, SE16
In attendance: 

Andy Chatterton (London Borough of Southwark); Alison Clayburn; Jean Cunliffe; Michael Daniels; Judith Deschamps; Dave Fisher; Gary Glover; Pat Kingwell; Gary Magold; Max Nakrani (London Borough of Southwark); Jim Saunders; Amanda Squires; Colin Smith; Susan Vaughan 

	
	Item
	Action

	1.
	Apologies

Cllr. Anood Al-Samerai; Lindsay Gowlett (Groundwork Southwark); Ron Henocq; Marjorie Hill; Sharon Lomas (LBS); Corinne Turner;
	

	2.
	Notes of meeting of 10th August 2011  

The notes were agreed as a true record. 
	

	2.1
	Matters Arising 
	

	2.1.1
	Matters Arising -  386 Southwark Park Road Section 106 monies
Pat Kingwell reported he had informed Des Waters of our priorities for the use of the £16,505 available, i.e. children’s play equipment; additional gym; water feature improvements; and hanging baskets. Progress on this will be subject to the outcome of the planning application (see 8.2 below).   
	

	3.
	Southwark Park Playroom Update
Pat Kingwell reported that Scotchrita Brown-Elliston (LBS) had confirmed that an officer would attend the meeting, but nobody came, nor were apologies sent.

Agreed to offer another invitation to Scotchrita for our next meeting. 
	Pat Kingwell

	4.
	Southwark Park Cafe

Max Nakrani (LBS) explained that in order to keep a service going the current cafe operators had been brought in at short notice following the demise of the previous business. The Council is now looking for a more long-term arrangement through a procurement process, which should see a formal agreement with an operator in place by November 2012. In the meantime Max requested ideas from The Friends for the service specification he is developing.  It was agreed that when it is ready Max provide us with a copy of draft specification for comment.
Max also asked for comments on the current service, and in the following discussion a number of points were made:

· The way BOSCO use a canopy to increase space is a good example to follow

· The cafe should operate ice-cream van in the park to help solve the problem of traffic nuisance in Gomm Road

· The quality of food has gone down and the staff should be more friendly

· The internal arrangements made by current operators has led to insufficient space and tables  – it seems designed more for the operators needs than customers

· There is a lack of space for information, leaflets etc.

· The cafe is far too small for a park of such size and public use

Any other comments send to max.nakrani@southwark.gov.uk  
	Max Nakrani
All

	5.
	Southwark Park Old Nursery Update

Max Nakrani, on behalf of Sharon Lomas, reported some delay in the signing-off of the documentation, but the target is to send out a pre-qualification questionnaire to potential lessees by 14th November 2011 with a deadline for return by 23 December 2011. The intention is to have a lessee in place by March 2012.

On the clearance works fencing repairs are due to commence in October 2011.

Gary Magold pointed out that on certain Southwark Council plans and maps the site is not indicated as part of Southwark Park, which it has been since 1869 at least.  It was agreed to ask for this to be rectified on the Council’s GIS and other maps and plans. 
	Pat Kingwell

	6.
	Fireworks Event

Gary Glover reported that due to objections by residents and councillors the proposed Fireworks event in Dulwich Park had been cancelled. The Council has agreed to relocate to Southwark Park on 5th November. The meeting agreed that Dulwich’s loss is Bermondsey and Rotherhithe’s gain.
	

	7.
	Improving our Marketing and Publicity

Amanda Squires led a discussion on the need to improve our marketing and publicity. This had been very apparent during the petitioning carried out during the summer. She showed some portable banners and accompanying leaflets. It was agreed to allocate up to £500 for Amanda to develop banners and leaflets for The Friends. 
	Amanda Squires

	8. 
	Planning Matters Update
	

	8.1
	122-124 Lower Road -The Yellow House (Ref: 04-AP-1160) 
Pat Kingwell reported how Cllr. Anood Al-Samerai had pursued this for us, and had been advised by Gary Rice (LBS) that planning permission for this site did not include access into the park. The Planning enforcement team is to investigate.  Agreed we ask Planning for a further update. 
	Pat Kingwell

	8.2
	386 Southwark Park Road – Former Social Club (Ref: 11-AP-2390)
Again Cllr. Anood Al-Samerai had pursued this for us, and had raised our concerns about consultation. Corinne Turner had also sent in written comments on the application. Agreed we ask Planning for a further update. NB The application was refused permission on 20th October 2011
	

	9.
	Park Manager’s Report – Andy Chatterton 

Andy reported:
Southwark Park 

Bowling Green Enclosure 

· The new double gates have recently been installed.

· End of season maintenance is being undertaken as recommended in the Rigby Taylor report. The green has been scarified and a machine has been hired in by Parks & Open Spaces to undertake hollow tining. The remaining operations are currently on-going and they will be completed in the near future. 

· Inbowls & Leisure Limited have provided a quotation to undertake annual maintenance and to clean the artificial playing surface. A contract will be set up once the operations have been completed.

Moreton Terrace Entrance

· The hazardous section of the path has now been resurfaced.

Office 

· A new entrance has been created at the front of the office in order to accommodate a visitor centre and the adjacent hard surface has been resurfaced.

Boot Camp Training

· The trainer is no longer operating in the park.

SB Security

· A number of complaints have been received recently and they will be addressed directly with the contractor, as soon as possible.

Spring Bulbs 

· Woodland mixed daffodils have been purchased and a large amount of them will be planted in the hedge base from Moreton Terrace to Christchurch Gate, with the support of the Community Payback Team. Some have already been planted in front of the Caryatides and surplus bulbs will be available for planting in KSG. 

Water Main Replacement

· Works to replace the main from China Hall Gate to Hawkstone Road, are due to commence from 17th October. The area will be fenced off whilst the work is being undertaken and funds will be given to Parks & Open Spaces, for reinstating the grass.

Community Nature Area / Community Allotments

· A meeting took place this morning with Groundwork to explore a number of avenues for usage during office hours and possible weekends. Further information will be provided at the next meeting.

Trees 

· The recent concern of low branches from the carriageway to the gallery, has been passed to the tree section for further investigation and action.

Outstanding Items

· The water feature items and the bowling green roof repairs are on-going, but some research is being undertaken in order to progress with these items. 

· Letters to the residents who have created unauthorized access, have yet to be sent.

King’s Stairs Gardens

· Lighting continues to be a problem, but it is being looked into and hopefully it will be resolved in the near future.

· A new metal knee rail will be installed in the near future to join up with the existing rail in Fulford Street / Paradise Street.

· All of the dangerous paths identified in item 2, have now been resurfaced.

· New bollards have been installed at the areas identified in items 12 & 13.

· The issue of the missing finials will be reviewed by a structural engineer.

· A water leak by the church has now been resolved. Landscaping works will be undertaken to reinstate the area, plus similar on the opposite side. 
	

	10.
	Young Friends of Parks Update

None given, but during the discussion Gary Magold noted that in his past experience it was not only the children who benefited from Young Friends’ activities, but also parents who made social contact with each other. Although allowing young people their own space was important, so too is getting parents involved. 
	

	11.
	King’s Stairs Gardens 
	

	11.1
	Jubilee Stone update
Amanda Squires had prepared some wording and a design which was agreed. Amanda to forward to Christopher Cook.
	Amanda Squires

	11.2
	King’s Stairs Action Group issues
No report but all urged to attend the next Action Group meeting on 8th November 8pm at  The Clubroom, Rear of St. Peters Church, 72 Paradise Street, SE16
	

	12.
	Bowling Club Update

Jim Saunders and Colin Smith noted that Andy had covered most of their news in his report. The club thanked Andy for his efforts on their behalf since coming into post.

The London marathon plaque remains to be installed.

On the playing side the past season had seen some success, and the use of the artificial surface by the Riverside Disability Group was mentioned.
	

	13.
	Photography Project Update

Pat Kingwell reported that leaflets had been produced (designed by Debra Gosling) and had been left in a number of community locations. More need to be circulated and members took some away to do so. To improve publicity it was suggested the leaflets be blown up for park notice boards and the project also publicised on SE16 website. 

Pat confirmed that Albion Primary school has agreed to participate, and it is expected Rotherhithe Primary will do the same.
	Pat Kingwell

	14.
	LBS ‘Filming in Southwark Park Guidelines’ 

A draft set of guidelines had been sent by Paul Cowell (LBS) for comment. A number of revisions were suggested to be sent to Paul.  
	Pat Kingwell

	15.
	London Parks and Green Spaces Forum Lottery Bid

Pat Kingwell reported that LPGSF had approached the group about taking part in their London-wide application to the Heritage Lottery Fund aimed at improving support for friends of parks groups plus a small capital project in each participating park. It was agreed we give in-principle support and that the development of communication/marketing be our priority. Hanging baskets our capital project.
	Pat Kingwell

	16.
	Finances
No report
	

	17.
	Any Other Business
	

	17.1
	Wildlife Area

Question asked about apparent underuse of the facility, and Andy Chatterton mentioned that Jon Best, Ecology Officer, had recently been working with corporate volunteers. Andy reminded us that he is the best first point of contact for groups wishing to use the wildlife area – andy.chatterton@southwark.gov.uk.
	

	17.2
	Dangerous cycling
Jim Saunders raised the issue again as the problem persists and is getting worse. Agreed we invite John Reid and Ann Warren of Southwark Cyclists to our next meeting.
	Pat Kingwell

	17.3
	Bermondsey Carnival Committee
Gary Magold alerted us to a meeting of the Committee to be held on 15th November 6pm at Southwark Park Estate Tenants Hall below Layard Square and behind the petrol garage. The meeting is to help lobby the Council to ensure the best 2012 Carnival we can get – all welcome.
	

	18.
	Dates of Future Meetings

 16th November – General meeting – at The Clubroom, Rear of St. Peters Church, 72 Paradise Street, SE16
	


